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Welcome to Year 5

Year 5 is obviously an important time in a preparatory school. At Forest Park, 
sections of the timetable are allocated to preparing the children for their secondary 
school entrance examinations. At the same time, we strive to deliver a stimulating 
curriculum that provides our pupils with many opportunities to undertake practical 
projects and investigational work, whilst developing their communication and 
problem-solving skills. Year 5 topics include Saxons and Vikings, Ancient Greece, the 
UK, Forces, Sun, Moon and Earth, Life Cycles, Pilgrimages and Journeys, Still Life and 
many more.

As the children approach their final year at Forest Park, they are awarded greater 
responsibility, both in and outside the classroom. For example, they are given the 
opportunity to join councils and committees, take part in a buddy system with Pre-
Prep which follows them into Year 6 and they have playground duty on the EYFS 
playground. 

The production and residential trip are always a highlight of the Summer term and 
provide enjoyment and focus as the children prepare for their final year in primary 
education.

If you ever need to discuss your child’s progress or have any questions about the 
teaching and learning in Year 5, please make an appointment at the office.

Kind regards,

 
Mrs Niland Mrs Carrasco 
sniland@forestparkprep.co.uk ccarrasco@forestparkprep.co.uk

11+ Preparation
In Year 5 we run an 11plus preparation scheme alongside the full and rich Year 5 
curriculum. This includes: Preparation papers in Maths, English, Verbal Reasoning, 
Non-Verbal Reasoning and CEM. These are set weekly from September, ensuring the 
children are provided with a huge variety of test papers, they become accustomed 
and familiar with the test taking process and are able to practise skills such as 
time management and problem solving on a regular basis. Weekly booklets which 
focus on a specific area of 11+ tests are given each week as homework and in class 
activities. After the first half term, Year 5 pupils are invited to attend early morning 
classes which begin at 8am until 8.40am. Each morning there will a different focus; 
Comprehension, Verbal Reasoning, Non-Verbal Reasoning and English Skills. From 
the Easter break, 11+ holiday classes commence. These are usually held on a Tuesday 
morning through the Easter break, Whit and Summer holidays. The children in 
Trafford sit their examination in the September following Year 5. 

Core Subjects
English 

In line with the updated National Curriculum 2014, units of work, focusing on one 
particular genre at a time, last between two and four weeks. This provides the time 
needed to study them in detail and undertake speaking and listening activities.

Within these units children encounter a diverse selection of texts, focusing on format, 
style, purpose and audience. For instance, they read and write newspaper articles, 
persuasive letters and chronological reports in third person. They also study different 
genres of fiction and write in this style themselves, for example Fantasy stories, 
stories from other cultures and script writing. Children also study poetry, learn about 
poetic style and devices and create their own poetry. Clear presentation and fluent 
handwriting are actively promoted. Children re-draft and improve work and peer 
assess throughout the process. 

Technical skills are taught in formal weekly SPaG (Spelling, Grammar and 
Punctuation) lessons where the children learn sentence structures, parts of speech, 
different methods of punctuation, spelling rules and strategies. They are encouraged 
to apply these skills in their independent writing. Proof reading is emphasised to 
encourage children to progress and work towards their individual targets. 
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Good writers are keen readers, and all children are expected to read their own 
individual books at home and at school in free reading time, as well as work through 
the school reading scheme.  Reading a variety of genre extends the children’s 
vocabulary and can be used as a springboard for their own writing. In our weekly 
comprehension sessions, the children in Year 5 will realise that the work develops in 
complexity and demands far more than information retrieval; it develops empathy, 
appreciation of language and inference and deductive reasoning. Unfamiliar words 
and relevant comments should be made in their reading record books.

Mathematics

There are certain areas of learning which require constant repetition. Times tables 
and reversals and number bonds form the foundation of mathematical skills. To 
support their skills in applying number facts to problems solving, the children work 
on fluency and their ability to complete work quickly as well as accurately.

During Year 5, the work covered in previous years is revised and extended. The 
children are also introduced to some new topics. 

• Fractions, decimals and percentages. 

• Negative numbers

• Multiples, factors, square, square root, cubic, cubic root and prime numbers

• Rounding, estimating and place value

• Classify shapes

• Symmetry, translations and rotational symmetry

• Angles

• Coordinates

• Averages

• Roman numerals

• Area and perimeter of triangles and compound shapes

• Probability

• Statistics

• Algebra

• Proportion and ratio

In Upper Key Stage 2, the children study different ways of adding, subtracting, 
dividing and multiplying mentally so that they can choose the best method for any 
calculation. They do written methods of addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division and can be expected to check the accuracy of their calculations in  
another way. 
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Science

In the weekly science sessions we try to place emphasis, where possible, on 
the practical, investigational aspect of the subject. Children will need to apply 
investigative skills such as: the planning of practical work; how to obtain and present 
evidence or data; considering the evidence obtained in terms of scientific knowledge 
and how to evaluate methods used. 

In Year 5 there is consolidation of work covered in previous year groups as well as 
introducing new topic areas as follows;

- Forces in action

- Reversible and irreversible changes

- Earth, Sun and Moon

- Animals including humans

- Living things and their habitats. Focus: Life cycles 



Foundation Subjects
Physical Education

During Year 5, the children participate in a wide range of individual, group and team 
activities, promoting a positive, healthy and creative approach to physical education. 

At Forest Park Preparatory, we are fortunate to benefit from the expertise of 
Manchester City FC sports coaches who take each class for a P.E. session on a weekly 
basis. As well as football, the children practise rounders, cricket, hockey, netball and 
basketball as well as track and athletic events.

The children in Year 5 continue to attend a weekly swimming lesson and our links 
with Trafford Leisure allow us to do this at Sale Leisure Centre, where we also host 
our annual swimming gala.

As well as their hour-long session with MCFC, children complete a course in 
gymnastics or dance during the year which is then swapped in the Summer term for 
Performing Arts as we move towards the school show at the end of the year.

Forest Park prides itself on its involvement in sports and within the wider school 
community. We have competing teams in football, athletics, swimming, cross 
country, cricket and rounders.

French

The Year 5 children have a half-hour French lesson every week, delivered by a 
specialist teacher. Through interactive games, songs and visual aids, the children will 
be taught a range of vocabulary and sentence structures related to topics such as 
‘sports’, ‘weather’ and ‘directions’.

Music and Performing Arts

Music at Forest Park is taught by a specialist teacher and the curriculum is based on 
performing, composing and appraising. Singing and instrument playing continues to 
play an important role in music through Year 5. They learn to sing expressively with 
confidence and control. The children have ample opportunity to perform throughout 
the year at concerts and competitions as well as in-house assemblies and events. 

As well as the many occasions in English sessions to utilise drama, in the Summer 
term Performing Arts is taught by Artful Playground, a local Theatre in Education 
Company who bring years of experience and skill to each session. Children hone their 
improvisational and script working skills. These lessons incorporate preparation for 
the school production at the end of the Summer term.

 

Computing

Computing at Forest Park has been adapted to take into account the new national 
curriculum, and each pupil’s individual needs. The curriculum is broken into to 
three main areas: Digital Literacy, Information Technology and Computer Science. 
Wherever possible ICT content is linked to other subjects, to enrich a topic. For 
example, designing packaging in DT, presentations on Life cycles in Science or 
creating game play during the instruction module of English.

Digital Literacy: The ability to access, use and express oneself using                                                    
digital technology. At Forest Park we use Purple Mash, Mathletics, Reading Eggs, and 
the programmes within Google’s G-Suite, including Docs, Slides and Forms. This area 
also encompasses E-Safety.

Information Technology: The creation and application of digital systems to develop 
products and solutions. We use programmes such as Purple Mash and Scratch.

Computer Science: How digital systems work, how they are designed and 
programmed. This is usually research-based exploring how search engines work, 
understanding the internet, currency converters and Google Maps etc.
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Art and Design Technology

Art at Forest Park usually compliments topics taught in other subject areas such as 
history or science. It is also adapted to incorporate activities linked to whole school 
involvement, for instance World Book Day activities, Christmas, Diwali and other 
religious festivals.

Our Design and Technology curriculum also aims to explore and enhance class 
topic work within practical, hands-on workshops. Children are equipped with the 
skills, knowledge and confidence to discover the world around them and are actively 
encouraged to develop and share their own imaginative ideas, both in lessons and at 
home. 

Each year group endeavours to expose the children to as many creative materials 
and mediums as possible with a view that throughout their time at Forest Park, the 
children develop skills in pencil and paint work, textiles and modelling. They also 
discover and research famous artists and inventors within their Art and Design and 
Technology sessions.

Religious Education

The children have an RE lesson each week, delivered by Mrs Chebaro. During the 
lesson, the children learn about different and diverse religions and cultures, following 
a set scheme of work.  Children explore different topics, such as: Buddhist Festivals, 
The Story of Christianity, Sikh Worship, Jewish Worship, Islamic Rites, and What do 
Hindus Celebrate? The children develop their skills and knowledge through reading 
stories, interacting with each other and completing a piece of work based on the 
lesson. We also arrange visits to various places of worship to widen their learning and 
understanding. 

Homework
Children are set homework every night, with a few exceptions (e.g. examination 
weeks, show week etc.). The work should take approximately thirty to forty minutes 
to complete, although research projects and extended pieces of work, which are set 
for the holidays, may take longer. Mathematics work is given every day, and a set 
timetable is followed for other subjects.  The children will record their homework 
tasks in their homework diaries and, therefore, it is very important that these are in 
school every day. Other homework may include spelling, punctuation and grammar, 
11+booklets, comprehension exercises and sentence level work.

Assessment
Children are continually assessed to 
enable teachers to respond to their 
individual curriculum needs. Formative 
assessment takes the form of question and 
answer sessions, discussions, class work, 
homework and observations. Short unit 
tests may be set after a mathematic or 
science unit of work.

In terms of preparing for the entrance 
examinations, Year 5 children take a test 
in verbal reasoning, non-verbal reasoning, 
mathematics or English every week, the 
results of which we and they record and 
track themselves, setting targets for 
improvement.

More formal testing takes place in the 
Autumn and Summer term; we use tests 
for English, mathematics, N.V.R. and V.R., 
and we also track reading and spelling 
ages. These are to inform next steps and 
planning for the year ahead and to gauge 
attainment and understanding of the year.
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Reporting
Each term, a written report on your child will be sent home. It will indicate your 
child’s progress and achievement in relation to key learning objectives from the 
previous term, as well as providing information about your child’s behaviour and 
general demeanour. Also, individual targets are sent home which outline your child’s 
focus areas for development in Maths and English. These are reviewed by teachers on 
a termly basis.

In addition, an annual academic summative report will be sent home in the summer 
term. This covers progress across the whole primary curriculum. You will be given 
the opportunity to meet with the class teacher to discuss your child’s progress and 
development each term.
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Educational Visits
Years 5 and 6 are taken on at least one trip every term. They are usually related to 
one of our current science or foundation subject topics. For example, we have visited 
a Jodrell Bank; The World Museum; The National Football Museum; Dunham Massey 
Military Hospital; and Tatton Park for a Saxon and Viking day.

A highlight for Upper Key Stage children is our enrichment week in the Summer 
term. This usually encompasses a residential stay. Recent trips have included London 
Magical Mystery Tour, Conwy Pirate adventure, YMCA Lakeside and Robin Wood. 
Coupled with these away-from-home experiences, the children have completed 
indoor skydives at Airkix and ski and snowboarding lessons at the Chill Factore.

Keeping in Touch
Our website contains a range of useful information.  There are bi-weekly newsletters 
and Tuckers Times will provide with you up-to-date information about events and 
dates for diaries. We have an open door policy at Forest Park Preparatory School and 
appointments can be made by contacting the school office.

We also endeavour to send updates via email, which are class specific, therefore we 
request a suitable email address for this.
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Dance /
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Arts/ Gym:
14:00 – 14:45
Children 
change at lunch 
and before 
French.
French: 15:30

Music:  
13:15-13:45

*Whole School 
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 08:55 - 09:10
Music: 13:15 - 13:45
Swimming:
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14:00
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14:15 – 15:00
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Example: Long Term Plan for Year 5 

Curriculum Autumn Spring Summer

English Fiction 1: Short 
stories – fantasy
Non-fiction 1: 
Recounts
Poetry 1: Poetic style
Instructions (CC 
Science)
Letters (CC 
Geography)

Fiction 2: Drama
Non-fiction 
2: Reports and 
journalistic writing
Poetry 2: Choral 
and performance 
poems
Explanation and 
Information (CC 
Science)

Fiction 3: 
Historical stories
Non-fiction 3: 
Persuasive writing
Poetry 3: 
Narrative poems

Mathematics Number: Number 
and place value,
Addition and 
subtraction, 
Multiplication and 
division, Fractions, 
Decimals
Geometry: 
Properties of 
Shapes, Position 
and Direction. 
Measurement: 
Mass, Time
Coordinates.

Number: Number 
and Place Value, 
Multiplication 
and Division, 
Decimals, Addition 
and Subtraction. 
Percentages, 
Decimals and 
Fractions.
Geometry: 
Properties of 
Shapes,
Measurement: 
length perimeter 
and area.
Statistics, Algebra, 
Probability

Number: Number 
and place value, 
Addition and 
subtraction, 
Multiplication and 
division, Fractions, 
Percentages, 
decimals.
Geometry: 
Properties of 
shapes, position 
and direction.
Measurement: 
Volume, capacity, 
money. 
Statistics, Ratio 
and Proportion

Science Feel the Force
Materials

The Earth and 
Beyond
Our Changing World

Reproduction 
in plants and 
animals 
Circle of Life

Art and 
Design

Cityscapes. Saxon/
Viking Art Activities
Christmas Activities

Still Life
Mothers’ Day/
Easter/Spring/Life 
Cycles Activities

Artist Study
Architecture

Curriculum Autumn Spring Summer

Computing Scratch-Coding, 
Research, Design

Spreadsheets – MS 
Excel
Creative design 
using BlockCAD

Communication 
and sharing using 
Google drive, 
Google Education 
APPS and email.

Design and 
Technology

Weaving
3D work

Modelling
Construction

Textiles 
Clay

Geography UK
Countries, Counties, Cities, 
Towns and Villages. Map 
reading skills, grid references, 
traditions and heritage, climate. 
Settlers.

UK continued. Extreme 
Weather

History Saxons and Viking Ancient Greece

French Speaking, listening, 
reading writing:
Unit 11: Sports and 
preferences
Unit 12: In a town

Speaking, 
listening, reading 
writing:
Unit 13: The House
Unit 14: Leisure time 
activities

Speaking, 
listening, 
reading, writing:
Unit 15: The 
weather
Revision of Y5 
units to date

PE Football and 
Fundamental 
movement

Invasion and net 
sports

Striking and 
fielding and 
athletics

Music Instrumental Grid charts, more 
complex rhythms 
and African 
drumming

Layering pitch 
and Pachelbel 
(glockenspiel)



If you have any questions or 
concerns about your child, please 
do not hesitate to come and 
discuss them with any member 
of staff.

We value our ‘open door’ policy.

Mrs Niland 
Year 5 Teacher 
sniland@forestparkprep.co.uk

Mrs Carrasco 
Year 5 Teacher 
ccarrasco@foresparkprep.co.uk

Mr Tucker 
Headteacher 
School Office: 0161 973 4835
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www.forestparkprep.co.uk

27 Oakfield, Sale, Cheshire, M33 6NB

Find us on                   Follow us on


