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Welcome to Year 6

Year 6 is obviously an important time 
in a preparatory school. I view this year 
as not only the final year in primary 
education, but also an opportunity 
to equip the children with a mature 
outlook in readiness for their progress 
to the next phase of education. 

At Forest Park School, large sections of 
the timetable are allocated to preparing 
the children for their secondary school 
entrance examinations, which take 
place early in the school calendar. At 
the same time, we strive to deliver a 
stimulating curriculum that provides 
our pupils with many opportunities 
to undertake practical projects and 
investigational work, whilst developing 
their communication and problem-
solving skills. 

As the children carry out their final year at Forest Park, they are awarded many 
responsibilities, both in and outside the classroom. The children have a specific area 
to lead, for example house meetings or different council meetings. The children are 
encouraged to develop these areas with support from the corresponding staff.

Throughout the year, visits and activities are organised to widen the sphere of 
experience of all the children and to make them more keenly aware of the society 
we live in. They will spend a week on their bicycles learning to ride safely on modern 
roads in ‘Bikeability’. A residential trip will take place next May, and further details 
will be made available to parents during a meeting after school one evening in the 
Autumn Term. 

If you ever need to discuss your child’s progress or have any questions about the 
teaching and learning in Year 6, please make an appointment at the office or contact 
me via email.

Kind regards,

Miss Booth

abooth@forestparkprep.co.uk

Core Subjects
Literacy 

In line with the updated National Curriculum, units of work, focusing on one 
particular genre at a time, last between two and four weeks. This provides the time 
needed to study texts in detail and undertake speaking and listening activities.

In Year 6, the focus in writing is to develop the children’s use of ambitious vocabulary 
and a wider range of punctuation. The children will continue to identify their own 
targets for improvement, which they will record in their target-setting books.

Reading Books

Children are encouraged to read widely. It is important that your child has his or 
her reading book in school every day. The children will have the opportunity to read 
within the classroom and share what they have read with their peers.

Handwriting

Children are encouraged to take pride in the appearance of their work. They should 
always write in a blue pen (not a biro) or use a pencil for mathematics.

Mathematics

Children will take part in a variety of practical, ‘hands-on’ activities, including use of 
the interactive whiteboard and apparatus. They will continue to build their repertoire 
of mental calculation strategies and known number facts, which they will apply to 
problems, set in ‘real-life’ contexts. Each term the main focuses will be on: number, 
geometry, statistics and measurement, looking at different aspects each time.

In Year 6 the children are also prepared for their secondary schools and study areas of 
the Key Stage 3 curriculum in the Summer term. The children are also encouraged to 
use scientific calculators with their mathematics. 

Science

The children will have a science lesson each week, in which investigational skills are 
developed alongside knowledge and understanding of topics such as ‘Healthy Bodies’, 
‘Seeing Light’ and ‘Micro-organisms’. Group work plays an important part in science 
lessons as the children will carry out many scientific investigations.  
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The junior choir also took centre stage at the MEN arena as part of the world famous 
André Rieu concert and at numerous Young Voices concerts.

 

ICT

The children will make use of ICT across the curriculum and have an interactive 
whiteboard in the classroom, which is used by the children during many lessons. They 
will have access to the Chromebooks on a weekly basis where they will be taught new 
skills and consolidate what they have been taught in previous years. 

Humanities

History and geography are taught separately and we focus on one subject each half 
term. Many of the topics have a cross curricular theme, teaching both geographic and 
investigational skills.

Art and Design Technology

Design Technology and Art are both taught alongside History and Geography. 
Children will also learn a variety of skills producing pieces of work for a variety of 
special events such as Christmas. 

Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education

The school follows a set scheme of work for ‘personal, social, health and citizenship 
education’. In Year 6, we cover topics such as ‘making and breaking laws’ and 
‘Pressures of Responsibility’. 

Religious Education

The children have an RE lesson each week, delivered by Mrs Chebaro. During the 
lesson, the children learn about different and diverse religions and cultures, following 
a set scheme of work.  Children explore different topics, such as: Buddhist Festivals, 
The Story of Christianity, Sikh Worship, Jewish Worship, Islamic Rites, and What do 
Hindus Celebrate? The children develop their skills and knowledge through reading 
stories, interacting with each other and completing a piece of work based on the 
lesson. We also arrange visits to various places of worship to widen their learning and 
understanding. 

Foundation Subjects
Swimming

Swimming lessons take place on Wednesday afternoons at Sale Leisure Centre. The 
swimming lesson will last 45 minutes and the children are taught by Trafford Leisure 
coaches. They will be taken by coach and escorted by four members of staff. Please 
ensure your child has their Forest Park swimming costume/ trunks, Forest Park 
swimming bag, a black swimming hat, a towel and goggles all clearly labelled. 

Physical Education

On Mondays the children have the opportunity to participate in dance lessons 
provided by Trafford Council. This changes to gymnastics in the spring term and 
performing arts in the summer term, in preparation for the Summer Show. 

The children also have a one-hour P.E. lesson on a Friday afternoon with our specialist 
P.E coach from Manchester City Football Club. P.E. kits will therefore be needed on 
Fridays. Please ensure all the uniform is clearly labelled. 

French

The Year 6 children will have a half-hour French lesson every week, delivered by 
specialist teacher, Madam Cotton. Through interactive games, songs and visual aids, 
the children will be taught a range of vocabulary and sentence structures related to 
topics such as ‘the physical descriptions of people’, ‘clothes’ and ‘in a cafe’.

Music and Performing Arts

Your child will have two music lessons a week with Mrs Wainwright. These lessons 
provide children with the opportunity to enjoy musical experiences through listening, 
singing, movement and dance and by playing tuned and untuned percussion. Music 
is taught as a discrete subject and as a means of supporting other areas of the 
curriculum in order to give pupils the best opportunity to develop their knowledge 
and skills in this area of the curriculum.

The school has a number of very strong vocal groups, which in recent years, along 
with many community events, have performed at The Children’s Trust Concert at the 
Manchester Cathedral, The Sale Festival in Sale, and at the Altrincham Music Festival. 
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Homework
Children are set homework every night, except during examination weeks. The work 
should take approximately forty minutes to complete, although research projects and 
extended pieces of work, which are set for the weekend, may take longer. A small 
amount of mathematics work is given every day, and a set timetable is followed for 
other subjects.  The children will record their homework tasks in their homework 
diaries which means, therefore, that it is very important that these are in school  
every day.

Example Homework Timetable

Day Activity Focus

Monday Mathematics
Schofield and Simms Mental Arithmetic
English
A SPAG activity to consolidate the learning from the day’s lesson

Tuesday Mathematics
Schofield and Simms Problem Solving
English
A comprehension exercise

Wednesday Mathematics
Mathletics / Busy Ant Maths
VR
Schofield and Simms VR test

Thursday Mathematics
A range of mathematics work will be given to underpin your child’s basic 
numeracy skills and/or to reinforce the day’s lesson
NVR
Schofield and Simms NVR test

Friday Mathematics
A range of mathematics work will be given to underpin your child’s basic 
numeracy skills and/or to reinforce the day’s lesson
English
Practice weekly spellings and write several sentences/ a paragraph

On-going Research/extension work
Some of the work in Year 6 is independent project work, which the children 
plan, design and carry out themselves based on the current theme.
Each night the children may also be asked to complete an extended piece 
of work that will serve to consolidate skills and knowledge acquired in 
class.
- Home-school reading books
- Learn weekly spellings
- Learn weekly time tables for a weekly mental arithmetic test on a     
  Monday
- Mathematics Online Learning Programme
- Reading Eggs
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Reporting
Each term, a written report on your child will be sent home. It will indicate your 
child’s progress and achievement in relation to key learning objectives from the 
previous term, as well as providing information about your child’s behaviour and 
general demeanour. Also, individual targets are sent home which outline your child’s 
focus areas for development in Maths and English. These are reviewed by teachers on 
a termly basis.

In addition, an annual academic summative report will be sent home in the summer 
term. This covers progress across the whole primary curriculum. You will be given 
the opportunity to meet with the class teacher to discuss your child’s progress and 
development each term.

Assessment
Children are continually assessed to enable teachers to respond to their individual 
curriculum needs.

In terms of preparing for the entrance examinations, Year 6 children take a test mock 
examination, the results of which they record and track themselves, setting targets 
for improvement.

At the beginning of the Autumn term and the end of the Summer term, the children 
undertake assessments in reading, writing, mathematics, verbal reasoning and non-
verbal reasoning. These are not intended to cause your child any stress and we do not 
put the children under any pressure during assessments. You will be informed of any 
formal test scores at parents’ evenings, which always shortly follow our examination 
weeks.

Educational Visits
Years 5 and 6 are taken on at least one trip every term. They are usually related to one 
of current science or foundation subject topics. For example, we have spent the day 
as a WW2 evacuee at Tatton Park and visited the Cheshire show. 

There is also a residential trip where the children will spend 2-4 nights away.  This 
takes place during May and further details will be provided early in the school year.

School Enterprise
Year 6 have responsibility for a number of enterprise schemes that are run 
throughout the year. For example, Book Fairs run each term that give every pupil the 
opportunity to purchase reading books relevant to their reading age and interests. 
Year 6 organise and run these events whilst offering each year group advice on 
which books they might like. Commission is earned and goes towards the literacy 
and reading needs of the school which is often decided through another important 
decision making group led by Year 6.

School Council

The School Council involves pupils of all ages but is led and managed by Year 6. 
They make the decision to hold and chair the meetings when necessary and have the 
responsibility of ensuring actions are followed through. 

Musical Production

Performing Arts plays a large part in Year 6 during the Summer term as every pupil 
in the class takes a leading role in the school musical production. With previous 
productions of Joseph and Annie to name a few, this is definitely considered a 
highlight of the year. Auditions take place shortly after returning from the Easter 
break and rehearsals continue throughout the term until the performance takes place 
at the Garrick Theatre over two consecutive nights.
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Example: Long Term Plan for Year 6 
Curriculum Autumn Spring Summer

English Fiction 1: Short stories- Mystery
Non Fiction 1: Instructions and 
explanations
Poetry 1: Slam Poetry

Fiction 2: Biographies and 
autobiographies
Non-Fiction 2: Argument and 
debate
Poetry 2: Debate poems

Fiction 3: Stories from other 
cultures
Non-Fiction 3:  
Chronological reports
Poetry 3: Choral and 
performance poetry.

Mathematics Number: Number & place 
Value, Addition & subtraction, 
Multiplication & division, 
Fractions, Decimals, Percentage
Geometry: Properties of shapes, 
Position & direction.
Measurement: Length, Time
Problem solving using all four 
operations/mental maths.

Number: Addition, subtraction 
multiplication and division 
including place value, 
Multiplication and division 
including decimals.
Algebra.
Geometry: Properties of shapes
Statistics.
Measurement: Perimeter & area
Ratio and proportion.
Problem solving using all four 
operations/mental maths.

Number: Addition, 
subtraction multiplication 
& division, Multiplication & 
division including decimals. 
Fractions including decimals & 
percentages.
Algebra.
Geometry: Properties of 
shapes, Position and direction.
Measurement: Volume and 
capacity
Ratio and proportion.
Statistics.
Problem solving using all 
four operations/mental 
maths.

Science Classifying organisms
Body Pump

Healthy Bodies
Evolution and inheritance

Changing Circuits
Seeing Light

Art, Design & 
Technology

People in Action What a Performance A Sense of Place

Computing Visual programming – Snap!
Design and simulate - Logisim

3D Imagining using CAD and 
Google Sketch Up
Blogging

Produce interactive story 
game using ‘Quest/Twine’

Geography Our Local Area
The United Kingdom

Investigating Rivers South America

History A brief history of the middle ages.
Tudor times

WW2 (Projects) cc English 
Biographies (Anne Frank)

Non-European Society
Mayan (Aztecs)

French Speaking, listening, reading 
writing:
Unit16: Physical description of 
people
Unit 17: Clothes

Speaking, listening, reading 
writing:
Unit 18: In a café

Speaking, listening, 
reading writing:
Unit 19 and 20: Telling the 
time

PE Football, netball, rugby and dance Hockey and tennis Cricket, rounders, athletics 
and gymnastics

Music Ukuleles Theme and Variations Samba Batucada/Prize Giving 
Rehearsals

RE Jesus (Parables)
Christmas

Sacred Text- Qur’an
Easter

Faith what does it mean?-
(How do people express their 
faith through the art.)
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If you have any questions or 
concerns about your child, please 
do not hesitate to come and 
discuss them with any member 
of staff.

We value our ‘open door’ policy.

Miss Booth 
Year 6 Teacher 
abooth@forestparkprep.co.uk

Mr Tucker 
Headteacher 
School Office: 0161 973 4835
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www.forestparkprep.co.uk

27 Oakfield, Sale, Cheshire, M33 6NB

Find us on                   Follow us on


